[image: image1.jpg]Vermont

| [ o
College of

»
F A Fine Arts





April 23, 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information: 

David Markow

Director of Enrollment Management

802.828.8535

david.markow@vcfa.edu

Vermont College of Fine Arts Launches Residential Writing Program 

MONTPELIER, VT.  ​​– Vermont College of Fine Arts (VCFA) announced today the acquisition of a leading graduate writing program from the University of Southern California that will bring full-time graduate students to the low-residency fine arts college.
Now called The School of Writing and Publishing at Vermont College of Fine Arts, the former Master of Professional Writing has moved from its long-time home at the University of Southern California and begins in Montpelier in September. 
“This was a logical next step for us,” said VCFA’s founding president Thomas Christopher Greene.  “This furthers our mission as a national center for education in the arts, allowing us to offer a full-immersion experience for the a new cohort of graduate writing students.”  He described the program as “industry-forward,” one which will help students launch professional careers in poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction, writing for stage and screen, or new media. He said the curriculum will also enable students to build a network of writers, editors and publishers dedicated to the art and business of literature.
The new degree program brings two-year residential graduate students to the historic Vermont campus for the first time in the school’s history. Currently, the College offers a portfolio of highly ranked low-residency Master of Fine Arts (MFA) degree programs, where students come to campus for several weeklong intensive workshops each academic year.

“We believe VCFA will offer a wonderful new home for the [USC] program while also providing ongoing recognition for the degree’s value,” said Steven Lamy, a vice dean for academic programs at USC, in a written statement. The California college has been offering a Master of Professional Writing degree since 1971. 
Trinie Dalton, a well-known writer and teacher who is currently on the faculty of both VCFA and USC, will lead the program as its Director. 
This year, Vermont College of Fine Arts was once again ranked as one of the top three low-residency MFA programs in the country by Poets & Writers magazine. 

About Vermont College of Fine Arts …

Vermont College of Fine Arts occupies a unique place in American higher education. Devoted exclusively to graduate study in the fine arts and anchored on its historic campus in Montpelier, Vermont, VCFA is an extended community of writers, musicians, designers, filmmakers, and artists. As a national center for graduate arts education it is a gateway for the next generation of artists, a place where emerging and established artists go to take on new challenges, pursue new directions, and invigorate their artistic lives. For more than 30 years, VCFA has offered a unique combination of intensive, one-on-one mentorship and self-directed artistic practice that enables students to earn their terminal graduate degrees while pursuing highly individualized programs of study. 

It is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC), and offers the Master of Fine Arts degree in Writing, Writing for Children & Young Adults, Visual Art, Music Composition, Graphic Design, and Film. www.vcfa.edu
VCFA is currently accepting applications for the new program. 
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