MASTER OF FINE ARTS IN WRITING
VERMONT COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS

Semester Title Guidelines

Students must send the semester title (in the body of an email) to advisors by the mid-semester date so that the advisor can approve it and send it to the office. 

The semester title is a brief synopsis or abstract of the work each student undertakes in the given semester. It may be no more than 250 CHARACTERS—NOT WORDS—(use the word/character count feature in whatever program you use for documents, and note that the limit is 250 characters with spaces) and must be accurate and descriptive enough to give a reader a good idea of the main focus of your semester work. The semester title is a permanent part of each student’s transcript; keep in mind that prospective employers may read this. 
Dual-Genre Students: remember to mention completion/compilation of both creative theses, either one by one in the semester in which the work is completed,  or in your final semester title.

Every title should:

· mention the student’s own original writing, as well as critical writing and reading. 

· be reflective of the student’s particular term; meaning a third semester student should mention the completion of the critical thesis; a fourth semester student should mention the completion of a creative thesis and development of a lecture. 
· NOT use a first-person statement like ‘I will write….”  

The examples below are meant to show the general structure and length of the title—not the content.

1st semester CNF:

A study of and writing in long-form essay, including personal memoir essay, as well as biography and literary reportage; and critical analysis of essay, memoir, fiction, and autobiography by classical and contemporary authors.
1st semester fiction: 

A study of the short story form, including new and revised original writing in the genre and critical analysis of a wide range of modern and contemporary short stories.

1st semester poetry:

A study of poetry to expand knowledge of poetic styles, including poetry writing, experimentation with narrative, arc, and character in poems, and reading poets whose work includes narrative.

2nd Semester CNF:

A continuing study of the craft of memoir writing with an emphasis on voice, perspective, and reflection. Critical reading and analysis of full-length memoirs, craft books on memoir writing, and personal essays.

2nd semester fiction: 

A continuing study of narrative forms, including work with mythic or magical elements. New and revised original writing, with a focus on developing longer stories; reading and critical analysis of works of current fiction and craft theory.

2nd semester poetry:

A study of and writing in the narrative form of poetry with an emphasis on sincerity and authenticity in writing, including reading and critical analysis of work by major contemporary poets in the narrative form.

3rd Semester CNF:

A study of the personal essay, including writing and reading essays, and a study of immersion memoir, including researching and writing a critical thesis titled “______.”
3rd semester fiction:

A study of historical fiction. Creative work on a novel of historical fiction, leading to a full draft of this novel; reading within this genre of both contemporary and classic fiction; critical thesis on the topic of character in historical fiction.
3rd semester poetry:

A study of modern and contemporary poetry and poets, including reading about and writing in form, free verse, the prose poem and the lyric essay. The work includes researching and writing a substantial critical thesis called, “_____.”
4th semester fiction:

A study of the short-story form; new and revised creative work; completion of a 100-page creative thesis of original short fiction and preparation of a lecture on _____ .
4th semester poetry:

A study of poetry, focusing on the balance between expansion and restraint; new and revised creative work, completion of a 60-page creative thesis of original poetry, and preparation of a lecture examining ____ .

4th semester CNF:

A study of the memoir genre; new and revised creative work; completion of a 235-page creative thesis and preparation of a lecture on the variety of ending forms and structures used in the literary memoir.

Post-graduate Semester:

A postgraduate semester in fiction, including work on new chapters of a novel and revision of short stories framed for a collection.

