MASTER OF FINE ARTS IN WRITING  

VERMONT COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
Critical Thesis Guidelines

There are many topics and approaches that are possible for the critical thesis. The possibilities include a discussion of some aspect of the craft of writing, an exploration of a particular literary form or genre, a survey of trends in a specific literary period, an analysis of a particular author’s work, an interview with an author, an analysis of various translations of a particular author’s work and original translations of an author’s work. The student is encouraged to work with his/her advisor to select a topic and approach that will most aid his/her progress as a writer.  

The critical thesis must fulfill the following requirements:

-Except for theses involving an interview or translations, a critical thesis will contain a minimum of 5,000 words, excluding quotations.
-A critical thesis that includes an interview will contain a minimum of 2,500 words of critical prose, excluding quotations, and a minimum of 2500 words of the interviewed author’s responses. The critical prose will consist of an introduction, the interview questions, and an afterword, in which the student discusses how preparing and conducting the interview broadened or deepened his/her prior understanding of the author and the author's work.  
-A critical thesis that includes original translations will contain a minimum of 2,500 words of critical prose, excluding quotations, and a minimum of 2,500 words of translated poems or 5,000 words of translated prose. The critical prose will consist of an essay that introduces the translated work, examines the issues involved in the translation, and discusses how translating the work broadened or deepened the student’s prior understanding of the author and the author’s work.
-The thesis will include a bibliography in scholarly form (refer to MLA Style Book or the Chicago Manual of Style). The bibliography will include both primary sources and books on literary criticism and/or craft. If the thesis includes an interview, the bibliography will also include collections of interviews and/or interviews in individual journals. If the thesis contains translations, the bibliography will also include other translations of the work (if any) and essays and/or books on the art of translation.
-The title page will include the following: critical thesis title, student's name, name of advisor, semester date (i.e., Winter-Spring 2013) and the following statement: Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements of the Master of Fine Arts in Writing Program at Vermont College of Fine Arts. (See sample below.) Please note that the title page should not be paginated. For more information on paginating your document, see the “Degree Manuscript Instructions” which contains screen-shot guidelines on how to create section breaks and remove page numbers.
-The thesis must be submitted as a clean copy (with no hand corrections or whiteouts) with margins of 1 inch, in Times New Roman, 12 pt font. The paper must be double-spaced, excluding any long quotations. It should be paginated in either the upper right corner or bottom right corner. It must be secured in a report cover or duotang with a clear plastic cover so that the title page is visible. Please do not send thesis in a permanently bound binder. Pages must be easily taken out and reinserted.

-The thesis must be submitted by the end-of-semester date both as a pdf file (sent via email) and as a hard copy sent by mail. You are welcome to send it ahead of time, if you wish, since it will need to be approved by the program office. This will allow for any minor corrections to be made before the residency, if necessary.
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